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[bookmark: _GoBack]Absolutism in France vs. in England
Absolutism can be defined as a system in which absolute power over a state belongs to the king; he does not share power and has no partners to help him in the ruling. In absolutism, the king's power is unrestricted, and he is considered to be above the law, nobles, parliament, and even the national assembly. Further, absolutism gives the king power to rule over all the states, and there are no independent bodies outside the king's authority (Kautsky, 2019).
In French absolutism, the monarch had absolute power over the monarchy. It was considered that the king's absolute power was based on divine rights and that God gave them the right to rule anywhere and in whatever way they saw fit. The king's absolute rule was unrestricted and could only be limited by divine laws or 'natural law.' French absolutism was mainly associated with King Louis XIV, who held the state firmly and successfully organized a functioning state (Dyckman, 2020). He claimed that he was the state and refused to work with anyone. Louis XIV managed to create a strong monarch with the help of Mazarin. The king's word was law, and he had a massive royal army that was only loyal to him. The army acted as a symbol of monarchy authority, and the king's power was based on ruling it. It had the duties of collecting taxes, and most of the collected revenue was invested in the army, making it very strong and powerful. Louis XIV was very clever, and he managed to achieve his goal of absolutism since he ensured he had stripped the nobility of their powers. When he realized that the nobility was against his rule and that they were plotting against him, he manipulated them by giving them gifts, money, and power, among other things. As a result, the other nobles opposing him started to do everything to please him to get a favor. Absolutism in France succeeded because the king managed to create an absolute monarchy and was supported by the Catholic Church.
Absolutism in England was marked by James, who succeeded Queen Elizabeth after her death. James came with his methods of ruling even though he had been raised in conservative Scotland. The parliament and the Puritans did not like him, and his attempt to appease the Puritans by authorizing the publication of the King James Version of the bible did not work. After him, Charles I came to power. Just like James, he received significant opposition from the parliament since he also tried to sidestep their powers just like James had done. He never called the parliament to sessions, and he further angered some religious parties and the Puritans. Also, the parliament disliked him because he was Catholic, and hence during the England Civil War, the parliament won and overthrew him. Cowells period in power was not different from that of James and Charles I. He was a dictator and stripped the parliament of their powers, then declared himself an absolute monarch. However, he died in 1658, and his military government collapsed. Charles II and his brother James II came to power, but they also received opposition from the parliament since they were not Protestants. Thus, the government placed James II's daughter and her husband the new rulers since they were both Protestants, and they had agreed to sign a treaty that gave the parliament more power (Schwartzwald, 2017).
Generally, if we compare England and French absolutism, the English failed miserably to administer absolutism since they allowed the government to control them and take away their power. In contrast, France's absolutism was a success since the kings were powerful and their rule was unrestricted.
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